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BETWEEN 6,000 AND 10,000 CHURCHES IN THE U.S. ARE DYING EACH YEAR
Pray for an awakening of the true Church in America.
Praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day
those who were being saved. (Acts 2:47)
America is littered with thousands upon thousands of church buildings that aren’t being used anymore.
... Between 6,000 and 10,000 churches are dying in the United States every single year, and that means
that more than 100 will die this week alone. And of course thousands of others are on life support. All
over the country this weekend, small handfuls of people will gather in huge buildings which once
boasted very large congregations. At one time, America was widely considered to be “a Christian
nation”, but that really isn’t true anymore. As an excellent article in The Atlantic has noted, even though
most Americans still consider themselves to be “Christian”, the numbers are telling us a very different
story….
Many of our nation’s churches can no longer afford to maintain their structures—6,000 to 10,000
churches die each year in America—and that number will likely grow….
In fact, the “nones” have risen from just 6 percent of the population in 1991 to 25 percent today. That
makes them the single largest “religious group” in the United States.
Today, less than 20 percent of all Americans attend church on a regular basis. As a result, churches are
dying in very large numbers, and this is a trend that appears to be accelerating. According to Thom S.
Rainer of Lifeway, when you break the numbers down it means that “around 100-200 churches will close
this week”….
Between 6,000 and 10,000 churches in the U.S. are dying each year. That means around 100-200
churches will close this week. The pace will accelerate unless our congregations make some dramatic
changes.
Any institution needs resources in order to survive, and churches are not any different.

As attendance has declined, so has giving, and at this point the percentage of charity donations going to
religious institutions is at an all-time low....
Religious institutions are still the single biggest recipients of overall charity donations, according to the
2015 survey by the Giving USA Foundation. About 32 percent — $119.3 billion — of a total of $373.25
billion Americans gave to charities went to churches, synagogues, mosques and temples.
But that is down from about 50 percent since 1990, according to Rick Dunham, vice chairman of Giving
USA, and the percentage has been “in steady decline for some time.”
So when churches die, what happens to their buildings?
Well, some are torn down, some are renovated for residential or business purposes, and some are being
put to other uses....
A large number of abandoned churches have become wineries or breweries or bars. Others have been
converted into hotels, bed-and-breakfasts, and Airbnbs. A few have been transformed into
entertainment venues, such as an indoor playground for children, a laser-tag arena, or a skate park....
Not only did early Americans identify themselves as Christians, but nearly all of them regularly attended
church.
Now our society is moving very rapidly in the exact opposite direction, and many believe that this has
tremendous implications for the future of our nation. (Excerpts from Michael Snyder article in
InfoWars.com)

GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS ON ABORTION STATISTICS
Pray that the Church will not rest from pursuing the Roe v Wade decision being overturned.
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as
a prophet to the nations. (Jer 1:5)
The overall abortion rate in the United States continues to sink lower than ever, according to a report
released Friday by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention….
For every 1,000 U.S. women, there were about 12 abortions in 2015, the most recent year analyzed by
the CDC. That rate fell by 2 percent compared to 2014 and is the lowest reported annual rate since the
Roe v. Wade decision in 1973. The CDC counted 188 babies aborted for every 1,000 live births for an
annual total of 638,169 abortions.
“This new abortion data from the CDC should hearten pro-lifers across the country and give them some
encouragement to continue their lifesaving work,” Michael New, an associate scholar at the pro-life
Charlotte Lozier Institute, wrote for National Review.
While the decline gives pro-lifers a reason to celebrate, it only applies to surgical abortions, in which an
abortionist physically removes a baby from the womb. So-called medical abortions, in which the mother
takes a pill that causes a miscarriage, increased from 123,254 in 2014 to 142,094 in 2015. The number of
drug-induced abortions has risen by 75 percent in the last 10 years—in 2006, there were only 81,430….

Abby Johnson, a former abortion worker and the head of the pro-life group And Then There Were None,
sounded an alarm about the increased use of abortion drugs such as RU-486, or mifepristone.
“I was careful to steer women away from this drug when I worked at Planned Parenthood because of
the debilitating pain it put women through,” Johnson said. Despite that, the Food and Drug
Administration in 2016 relaxed restrictions on abortion pills by lowering the required dose, dropping the
number of required in-person visits from three to two, and allowing nurse practitioners to prescribe
them. The number of medication abortions reported to the CDC will likely soar when 2016 numbers
come out next year.
California, Maryland, and New Hampshire do not participate in the CDC’s data collection, so the
numbers are much higher in reality. The pro-abortion Guttmacher Institute estimated 157,350 babies
were aborted in California in 2014. Even fewer states report the breakdown between drug-induced and
surgical abortions.
“It’s always good news when abortions decline, but these numbers are hard to take seriously when the
state that performs the most abortions is not included in the report,” Johnson said of California’s
numbers. “There is also no record of the many complications of abortion that women experience, likely
because those instances are shoved under the mat in many abortion clinics.” (Excerpts from Lynde
Langdon article in WORLD)

EX-MUSLIM CHRISTIAN PASTOR, ARRESTED FOR SHARING HIS TESTIMONY — IN MINNESOTA
Pray for an increase of wisdom regarding the religious freedoms that are under attack in America.
It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to
a yoke of slavery. (Gal 5:1)
Late last month, Ramin Parsa, a Christian pastor who fled Iran as a religious refugee, was arrested for
privately sharing his faith testimony in the Mall of America in Bloomington, Minn. He fled persecution in
Iran and Turkey, only to find persecution in the land of the free and the home of the brave.
"I came to the U.S. as a political and religious — as a Christian — refugee. They oppressed me for my
faith in Iran. I was stabbed in Iran," Parsa told PJ Media in an interview on Tuesday. Then last week, he
was arrested for a private conversation about his faith, handcuffed to a metal chair for four hours
without water, and later charged with trespassing.
"These things might happen in other countries, oppressive dictatorships, but not in America," the pastor
said.
Parsa, a pastor at Redemptive Love Ministries International in Los Angeles, Calif., traveled to Minnesota
for two days to visit two different churches. He went to the Mall of America (MOA) on Saturday, August
25, with an elder from one of the churches, and with the elder's 14-year-old son. Shortly after entering
the mall, he struck up a conversation with two Somali-American women.
"Our conversation was casual. At first, we were not talking about the gospel," Parsa recalled. "They
asked me, 'Are you a Muslim?' I said, 'No, I used to be a Muslim and I'm a Christian now.' I was telling
them the story of how I converted."

A passerby could not stand the discussion, however. "Another lady told the guard, 'This guy is harassing
us!'" MOA security came and told Parsa to stop soliciting. "I said, 'We're not soliciting.' But we just left,"
the pastor explained.
The pastor and his friends went into a coffee shop, bought a latte, and came out. Parsa told PJ Media he
thought that would be the end of it. He was sorely mistaken.
"When we came out of the coffee shop, three guards were waiting for us, and they arrested me right
there," the pastor recalled. "They came after me and arrested me, and said, 'You cannot talk religion
here.'"
Parsa told security he was a pastor. "They told me, 'We arrested pastors before,'" he recalled, still
shocked by the answer. "It was something normal for them, they were used to it."
Meanwhile, the two Somali-American women who wanted to hear the pastor's story argued with the
woman who reported him to security. They defended Parsa. Onlookers asked why the man was being
arrested. "They said, 'Because he's a Christian,'" Parsa told PJ Media. (Excerpts from Tyler O'Neil article
on PJ Media)

