
 

 

December 11, 2018 

 

PRAY FOR CHRISTIANS IN SCHOOL--TEACHER FIRED FOR REFUSING TO USE “TRANSGENDER” 

STUDENT'S NEW PRONOUNS  

Father, please bring sanity back into our school systems. Strengthen Christian teachers in the public 

schools and at colleges in universities. Anoint Christian students with a loving, truthful boldness as 

they interact with peers who are confused about their essential identities. Give them words and 

wisdom straight from the Holy Spirit. 

The wicked flee though no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion. (Pr 28:1) 

A Virginia high school teacher was fired Thursday for refusing to use a transgender student’s new 

pronouns, a case believed to be the first of its kind in the state. 

After a four-hour hearing, the West Point School Board voted 5-0 to terminate Peter Vlaming, a French 

teacher at West Point High School who resisted administrators’ orders to use male pronouns to refer to 

a ninth-grade student who had undergone a gender transition. The board met in closed session for 

nearly an hour before the vote. 

Like a similar transgender rights case in nearby Gloucester County that eventually reached the U.S. 

Supreme Court, Vlaming’s situation could present a novel legal case as public bodies continue to grapple 

with how to reconcile anti-discrimination policies with the rights of religious employees. 

The high school in West Point, a town in King William County about an hour east of Richmond, has about 

265 students. 

Vlaming, 47, who had taught at the school for almost seven years after spending more than a decade in 

France, told his superiors his Christian faith prevented him from using male pronouns for a student he 

saw as female…. 

The student’s family informed the school system of the transition over the summer. Vlaming said he had 

the student in class the year before when the student identified as female. 

Administrators sided with the boy, telling Vlaming he could not treat his transgender pupil differently 

than he treats others…. 



School administrators recommended that Vlaming be fired, saying he had violated the school system’s 

nondiscrimination and harassment policies. 

“Does this board expect its employees to follow its policies or not?” said attorney Stacy Haney, who was 

representing the school district…. 

Even as a public employee, Voyles said, Vlaming has constitutional rights of his own…. 

Speaking in his own defense, Vlaming said he loves and respects all his students and had tried to reach a 

solution based on “mutual tolerance.” That effort was rejected, he said, putting him at risk of losing his 

job for having views held by “most of the world for most of human history.” 

“That is not tolerance,” Vlaming said. “That is coercion.”… 

The proceeding also drew the attention of Equality Virginia, an LGBTQ-rights group that said the 

situation reveals the need for “statewide guidance” that will protect all students from discrimination at 

school…. 

 “I have to research how we would do that, what that would entail,” Vlaming said. “I do think it’s a 

serious question of First Amendment rights.”… 

In Gloucester, a dispute between the School Board and transgender student Gavin Grimm over 

bathroom access rose all the way to the Supreme Court. That case lost momentum when Grimm 

graduated from high school, but had potential to set a nationwide precedent on a major transgender 

rights issue. 

Vlaming’s case could work in the opposite direction, offering enterprising attorneys a chance to 

challenge a nondiscrimination policy Vlaming’s lawyer called “unconstitutionally vague.” (Excerpts from 

Graham Moomaw article for the Richmond Times-Dispatch) 

 

PRAY ABOUT ABORTION PILLS ON CAMPUSES 

Lord God, we need your strategy to combat the plans of the enemy regarding the many pro-abortion 

and pro-life bills under consideration in various states. Father, work in state legislatures to affirm life 

and protect women, particularly young women, from the harm of abortion to them and their unborn 

children.  

Check out iPRAYforLIFE.com for a new initiative to pray for life issues. 

Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same one form us both within our 

mothers? (Job 31:15) 

(From IFA: Last Friday on our First Friday Prayer Conference Call Kristin Hawkins of Student for Life asked 

for prayer for a bill in California. This article describes this bill. Young women of college age have the 

majority of abortions. Imagine how the numbers would increase if university health centers provide 

students with abortion drugs!) 

Pro-life leaders are gearing up again to combat a bill requiring health centers at state-run universities in 

California to dispense abortion-inducing drugs to students. 

https://www.richmond.com/news/virginia/virginia-high-school-teacher-fired-for-refusing-to-use-transgender/article_65be1826-50b2-5d38-be58-47d9b9480917.html?fbclid=IwAR2cCczuw_lDticz_yxsqlKnt8rAeCJHcx_tzha1gWzj0tLT7GlzLruyS3g
https://iprayforlife.com/


Senate Bill 24, introduced last Wednesday by Democratic state Sen. Connie Leyva, is almost a carbon 

copy of last session’s Senate Bill 320, which Gov. Jerry Brown vetoed in October after the legislature 

approved it by a wide margin in August. Brown said the bill was unnecessary because students were 

fully capable of going to nearby abortion centers. 

This time, however, not much stands in the way of the bill becoming law. 

Gov.-elect Gavin Newsom said he would have signed S.B. 320 if he were in office, telling the San 

Francisco Chronicle, “I subscribe to Planned Parenthood and NARAL’s position on that.” 

“If it gets to his desk, he will sign,” Students for Life of America spokeswoman Kristi Hamrick told me. 

“We hope it won’t get there, but it certainly could.” 

Pro-life advocates have plans to try to stop that from happening. 

“This past year, we fought back … on several different campuses, organizing rallies, and going up to 

Sacramento to lobby against the bill,” California State University, Fresno, Students for Life President 

Bernadette Tasy said in a video. “We are ready to fight back again.” 

Students for Life members lobbied in Sacramento and toured multiple California State University and 

University of California campuses. They talked with students and displayed rows of toilet seats to help 

students visualize where their abortions would take place. 

Chemically induced abortions involve a combination of mifepristone and misoprostol, drugs that end 

pregnancies up to 10 weeks of gestation. The mother takes the first pill to block the pregnancy-

sustaining hormone progesterone, killing the baby. The second pill sends her into labor. 

Abortion proponents often say that chemically induced abortions are safe but don’t mention that 

women can experience complications such as severe bleeding, infection, and even death. By the end of 

2017, 22 women had died as a direct result of taking mifepristone (also called RU-486 or Mifeprex) since 

the Food and Drug Administration approved it in 2000. Chemical abortions bring a tenfold risk of death 

for mothers compared to surgical abortions. In one high profile case, 18-year-old California resident 

Holly Patterson died of sepsis in 2003 several days after taking mifepristone…. 

Kristan Hawkins, president of Students for Life of America, said in a statement that S.B. 24 is “a 

dangerous plan that ignores the health risks of such drugs to women and undermines the purpose of 

university life…. (Excerpts from Samantha Gobba article in WORLD) 

 

PETITION URGING GOVERNMENT TO UPHOLD ‘SCIENTIFIC DEFINITION OF SEX’ GETS SUPPORT ACROSS 

POLITICAL SPECTRUM 

Pray for a definition of sex in our government that would reflect scientific and biblical truth. Ask the 

Lord for the most effective ways to promote a healthy attitude toward sexual life in America. 

God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 

them. (Gen 1:27) 

https://world.wng.org/content/abortion_on_campus_round_2


More than 2,200 signatures of supporters from across the political spectrum are currently affixed to a 

petition that calls for the federal government to uphold the “scientific definition of sex” in federal law 

and policy. 

In a letter accompanying the petition, which is addressed to Acting Attorney General Matthew Whitaker, 

Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, and Department of Education Secretary 

Betsy DeVos, about 35 medical, legal, and policy professionals say they “applaud the Trump 

Administration’s intention to uphold the scientific definition of sex in federal law and policy, such that 

girls and women will regain their sex-based legal protections, and the human rights of all will be 

preserved.” 

“What I like about the document is that it can appeal to a broad range of views,” endocrinologist 

Michael Laidlaw, MD, told Breitbart News. “So, I’m hoping that it gets broad support from right, left and 

center who recognize the importance of using biological sex in law rather than gender identity”: 

    How easy to make a boy child appear like a girl or vice versa simply through stereotypical 

clothing, hair, etc? Puberty blockers make the illusion continue, leading to 100% persistence of 

GD in one study. Puberty IS the physical confirmation that one is becoming a woman or a 

man. — Michael K. Laidlaw, MD (@MLaidlawMD) December 4, 2018 

Sex science writer and columnist Dr. Deborah Soh tweeted her support for the petition: 

    Biological sex is NOT a spectrum. Acknowledging this doesn't prohibit equal rights for 

transgender & intersex people.  Please sign if you agree: https://t.co/hoQYUKp4yd 

    — Dr. Debra Soh (@DrDebraSoh) December 7, 2018 

…. The letter’s signers assert that any expansion of the definition of sex is not only “unscientific,” but 

“has also proven harmful.” They observe that both the Institute of Medicine and the American 

Psychiatric Association define sex narrowly. 

“Sex is a biological trait that defines living things as male and female based on the complement of sex 

chromosomes and the presence of reproductive organs,” the professionals note, adding: 

Human sex is a binary, biologically determined, and immutable trait from conception forward. The 

norm for human design is to be conceived either male or female. Human sexuality is binary by design 

for the obvious purpose of the reproduction of our species. … Sex is established at conception, 

declares itself in utero, and is acknowledged at birth. 

The letter’s authors continue that “sex is not a spectrum” and the claim that it is a spectrum has no 

basis in reality. They add that “gender identity” is only “an awareness of, and comfort level with, one’s 

physical body.” 

In addition to Laidlaw, some of the lead signers of the letter are Michelle Cretella, MD, and Quentin Van 

Meter, MD, both of the American College of Pediatricians; pediatric endocrinologist Paul Hruz, MD, 

Ph.D; Northwestern University psychology Professor J. Michael Bailey, Ph.D; California psychologist 

Laura Haynes, Ph.D; Michael Farris, JD, president of Alliance Defending Freedom; Matthew Staver, Esq., 

president of Liberty Council; University of Notre Dame law Professor Gerard Bradley, JD; Family 

Research Council President Tony Perkins; and American Principles Project President Frank Cannon. 

https://t.co/hoQYUKp4yd


The professionals say those who claim to be transgender “deserve optimal medical treatment which is 

influenced by biological sex.” 

They point out these individuals always remain either male or female. 

The signers challenge the widespread claim of transgender activists that upholding the scientific 

definition of sex will lead to more suicides among individuals identifying as transgender. 

“Individuals who identify as transgender may have mistaken beliefs about themselves and their bodies,” 

they assert, adding: 

    They suffer real emotional distress and are at a higher risk for mental illness, including suicidal 

ideation, as compared to the general population. Social and medical “gender transition and 

affirmation,” however, is not proven to decrease suicide rates. 

In October, the New York Times reported the Trump administration would soon be officially recognizing 

the existence of only two biological sexes – male and female. Transgender ideology, however, was 

promoted during the Obama administration and is on course to eliminate many single-sex institutions, 

including sports leagues and public bathrooms…. 

The professionals say upholding the scientific definition of sex in law and policy also “protects 

everyone’s right to privacy, protection and equal treatment, especially that of girls and women.” 

(Excerpts bt Dr. Susan Berry for Breitbart News) 

Petition: https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/uphold-the-scientific-defintion-of-sex#comments 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2018/12/08/petition-urging-government-uphold-scientific-definition-sex-gets-support-political-spectrum/
https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/uphold-the-scientific-defintion-of-sex%23comments

