
FIRST FRIDAY PRAYER
MAY 4, 2018

On the first Friday of the month,  
we encourage all to fast and  
pray for America using the  

prayer focuses below.

MAY 2018

UNITY IN AMERICA
Engage in private prayer and participate 
in local public prayer observances. 
Repent for national sin. Pray for your 
national and state officials as the Lord 
leads. Pray for all local leaders in your 
community. Intercede that the Lord will 
raise up  “spiritual statesmen.” Join in 
praying the special Prayer for the Nation, 
written by Dr. Ronnie Floyd on page 3.

T he National Day of Prayer (NDP) 
mobilizes unified public prayer for 
America.  Observances will be held 

Thursday, May 3, 2018. 
America is broken and in pain. Americans 

are living under great stress, deep division, 
nuclear threat, terrorist intimidation, politi-
cal unrest, gender confusion, multiple crises, 
endless tragedies, mass shootings, and con-
tinual revelations of sexual harassment and 
unethical behavior. Now is the time to pray 
for America. 

This year our theme is PRAY FOR AMERICA 
... UNITY, based on Ephesians 4:3: Making  
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.

America personifies division, not unity. 
Americans are polarized, spewing vitriolic 
and destructive words. Trust is minimized. 
Division is undeniable. Racial tension is 
alarming. Lawlessness abounds. Reconcili-
ation appears impossible. Government can-
not fix us. Politics will not heal us. America 

To see God’s purposes for America fulfilled through sustained prayer and Spirit-led obedience

EVANGELISTS
Offer thanksgiving for all who are called 
and functioning in the U.S. as evangelists 
(Eph 4:11-16). Intercede that the Lord will 
call, equip, and release more evangelists. 
Intercede for anointing and protection 
upon all who preach the Gospel and 
proclaim biblical truth in public forums. 

DECEPTION
Jesus warned that deception would 
intensify and spread before His 
return (Mt 24:3-14). Ask the Lord to 
show you any areas of deception 
which might be strongholds in 
your own heart, mind, and life. 
Repent, pray, and turn from these 
as He instructs you. Intercede for 
believers in your community to have 
discernment and a passionate love of 
the truth ( John 8:32). Intercede that 
strongholds of deception be exposed 
and eradicated in our nation at all 
levels of leadership.

National Day of Prayer
May 3

Dr. Ronnie Floyd 
President, National Day of Prayer

needs God now more than ever before.
The greatest thing we can do is rally mil-

lions of people to pray for America. A spiritual 
revival is the greatest need in the Church and 
the next Great Spiritual Awakening is the 
greatest need in America. Prayer must, and 
will, precede revival.

I believe there has never been a time 
when the NDP has been more needed than 
today. Here’s how you can engage: Explore 
our website, www.nationaldayofprayer.org; 
participate in events in your community; 
begin a new observance of NDP in your 
community; involve your church—NDP is a 
unique opportunity to engage Christians and 
those who may not know Christ personally; 
and support the NDP Task Force. 

It is our desire to see God create a great 
prayer movement in every community that 
would become a catalyst for revival in the 
Church and awakening in America. Join us in 
mobilizing unified public prayer for America. 
Let’s make a difference together. 



TAKING  
PRAYER  
INTO THE  
PUBLIC SQUARE

for their local schools, the Lord led them 
to specific involvement. “Intercession is 
more than just prayer – it includes ac-
tion. Jesus was our example for this.” Cit-
ing Isaiah 53:12, Lake states, “Jesus didn’t 
just pray for us – He died for us. Part of 
intercession is being willing to act sacrifi-
cially to do what others are unable to do 
for themselves.”

The Lakes started by contacting Chris-
tian teachers in their schools who under-
stood the importance of prayer. Through 
strategic relationships and cooperation, 
they were able to take covert prayer teams 
through their schools on multiple occa-
sions. The Lord also led Allen to run for 
the school board. He served for four years 
in this capacity and helped lead an effort 
to remove Planned Parenthood’s agenda 
from the curriculum. Not only were they 
successful in impacting their schools, but 
also the relationships formed in the pro-
cess gave them opportunities to pray for 
parents of other faiths, resulting in amaz-
ing testimonies to the power of Christ.

Amber Shepherd is a senior manager 
at a local college in Clay County, Florida. 
Her personal call to add action to inter-
cession came when her own pastor was 
condemned for praying with local stu-
dents at the flag pole. “I was appalled as 
my pastor was brought before our local 
school board over prayer at the pole. . . . 
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The group Freedom from Religion raised 
allegations of proselytizing children and 
threatened a lawsuit if the pastor was 
not restrained.  The school board mem-
ber over the district where I lived at the 
time voted to enact a restraining order 
for the pastor.  I decided it was my turn 
to do something.  I ran for public office.”

Though Shepherd did not win her 
race, she realized the importance of get-
ting involved. “Everybody says they want 
something different, but I’m hard pressed 
to find people that are actually willing to 
do something about it.” To help inform 
and mobilize people within her own com-
munity, Shepherd launched the Clay Citi-
zen’s Voice Political Committee in 2014, 
an online Facebook community.  With 700 
“Likes” on the page, it has become a plat-
form where interested citizens can share 
information, report on activities, and en-
courage each other through prayer and 
support. Committed to bringing greater 
unity to her community with a biblical 
worldview, she is using her unique gifts 
by sharing information, offering practi-
cal solutions, and being a point person 
among community leaders. 

Tim Stowe is a business owner and 
influential Christian leader in his com-
munity of Winchester, Virginia. He is cur-
rently running for the office of Chairman 

I t is critical to pray for our govern-
ment and elected officials. But we 
also have an opportunity and respon-

sibility to take our convictions beyond 
prayer. Daniel counseled rulers (Daniel 
1:17-2:45), Jeremiah confronted a king 
(Jeremiah 36:27-32), Esther appealed to 
her king (Esther 5-7), Paul preached to 
Caesar (Acts 26-27), and Jesus cleared out 
the Temple (Matthew 21:12-13). These 
examples of putting prayers into action 
achieved powerful results, for individuals 
as well as nations. As we call for greater 
“Intercessory Activism” this year, consider 
these current examples of believers who 
are taking their prayers into the public 
square.

Diane and Allen Lake are prayer 
leaders and founders of Starfire  
Ministr ies in Missoula,  Montana  
(www.starfireministries.org). Burdened 

By Wanda Alger,                         
IFA Field Correspondent

Continued on Page 3, Column 1
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Learn how to pray for,  
connect with, and contact  

our elected officials. 
PrayforAmericasLeaders.com

 

O ur Dear Heavenly Father, while 
we come to You in complete 
humility, we also come to You 

with boldness in the authoritative name 
of Your One and Only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world. In Jesus’ name, fill us 
now with Your Holy Spirit and lead us as 
we pray in Jesus’ name for America.

Oh God, we are burdened for our  
nation today. We turn from the sins that 
we have committed against your Word 
and your Name. We turn away from our  
contentious words and ways toward one 
other that have led us to division and 
polarization. We turn away from our dis-
respect and lack of dignity toward each 
other, and we turn away from our contin-
ual devaluation of all human life from the 
womb until death in this world. We also 
turn away from and refuse to participate 
in skepticism, criticism, and cynicism in 
our nation. We turn away from anything 
that divides us, and we run toward the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ that is the only thing 
that has the power to unite us together. 

Lord, in this critical hour in our na-
tion, we pray for unity in America. Only 
You can bring unity, harmony, and one-
ness in America. As your Word calls us 
in Ephesians 4:3, Make every effort to 
keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace, we ask You to empower 
us to make every effort to live in unity, 
to call for unity, and to forward unity in  
America continually.

We pray for the churches in America to 
unify in Jesus Christ and to pray as one 
unified spiritual family for America. May 
Your Church pray for America passion-
ately, perpetually, privately, and publicly. 

We pray for God’s power to unify 

families, workplaces, communities, and  
cities in America. By Your Spirit, lead us 
to forgiveness, reconciliation, healing, 
and unity.

We pray for people of all ethnicities 
and races in America to come together 
as one, living in peace and unity togeth-
er. Oh Lord, because each of us is cre-
ated in Your image, please give us the 
courage to stand against all racial and 
ethnic division, denouncing it as evil and 
sinful, while simultaneously coming to-
gether in unity with all persons knowing 
this is God’s will for us. 

We agree clearly, unite visibly, and 
pray extraordinarily for the next Great 
Spiritual Awakening in America. Oh 
Lord, wake up Your church spiritually 
and convict Your people to agree clearly, 
unite visibly, and pray extraordinarily 
until the next Great Spiritual Awakening 
occurs in our generation. 

Oh God, we stand together upon Your 
words in Psalm 133:1, How good and 
pleasant it is when brothers live together 
in harmony. Through Jesus’ name and by 
the Holy Spirit’s power, we pray for all 
Americans to unify and to live together 
in unity. 

In the mighty and majestic name of 
Jesus Christ who is the Only Savior and 
the Only Hope in this world, we pray. 
Amen. 

of the Republican Committee in Frederick 
County. Unlike the Lakes or Shepherd, 
Stowe felt reluctant to become involved 
in the political process. “There are many 
reasons for me to NOT to do this, as a 
business owner, because it would affect 
my business negatively from those who 
don’t agree with me. But, as I observe 
what’s going on in both the educational 
realms within our community as well as in 
the social realms within our communities, 
I felt like I just had to get involved.”

Stowe knew it was going to take a lot of 
work and that he would face an uphill bat-
tle to be elected. He had already run for a 
position on the Board of Supervisors a year 
earlier and lost. It was only after receiving 
several prophetic words and exhortations 
from trusted friends that Stowe knew God 
was calling him into the race. He believes 
that his own journey demonstrates the 
absolute necessity of being led by the 
Spirit for anyone who gets involved in the 
public arena. Without discernment of the 
Holy Spirit, he says, “[I]t’s very difficult to 
navigate through some of the land mines 
and other types of pitfalls that exist in the 
political system.” 

Every believer can see prayers for  
national transformation answered by  
making ourselves available and respond-
ing to the invitations God presents us. This 
year, let’s move beyond our prayers into 
the public square.

DR. RONNIE FLOYD’S PRAYER FOR THE
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BEN CARSON: FAITH “HELPS ME SERVE”

Leading a Washington 
bureaucracy and serv-
ing as a cabinet secre-
tary isn’t how Ben Car-
son thought he’d spend 

his retirement, but the famed pediatric  
neurosurgeon tells CBN News he’s starting 
to see why God placed him in this unlikely 
position. Carson is working to end the cycle 
of generations who have known nothing 
but living on government assistance. Inter-
cede that he will have wisdom. Share your 
prayer at www.IFApray.org. (CBN)

FEMA ALLOWS AID TO CHURCHES

Churches will now be able to apply for fed-

eral natural disaster assistance due to a re-

cent U.S. Federal Emergency Management 

Agency policy change. The change comes 

after three churches and two synagogues 

filed lawsuits after suffering damage from 

Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. The U.S. 

Supreme Court ruled in June in favor of a 

Missouri church that sued the state over 

funding for playground resurfacing. (CH)

FIRST FRIDAY PRAYER CONFERENCE CALL
Please plan on setting these important 30 minutes aside to join with 
hundreds across the U.S. in praying for America, its leaders, and its  
citizens on MAY 4, 2018 from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. (ET) 

Call: (712) 432-0075     Access Code: 1412452#
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Answered Prayer Issues for Prayer

Events

BOST: LETTERS CAME BY THE HUNDREDS

Congressman Mike Bost, R-IL, didn’t like 
what he was seeing in our country at the 
beginning of 2017. So his wife had an idea: 
They should collect thoughts and prayers to 
encourage Pres. Trump. Hundreds of cards 
came in. Bost had the letters delivered to the 
White House.... Then, a few months later, he 
was invited to the White House with about 
20 other congressmen to see the president 

sign a bill into a law. 
While they were in the 
Oval Office, Trump 
wondered aloud why 
Rep.  Bost ’s  name 

sounded so familiar. “He all of the sudden 
turns at me and goes, ‘Bost, prayer cards!’ “ 
recounted Bost. “And I said, ‘Wow, yeah we 
sent you some prayer cards.’” The President 
then said, “You know we use these every 
day.” And it wasn’t just the president reading 
them. The Vice President said, “He’s not 
joking Mike....” (CBN)

Join believers in praying for our elected officials at PrayforAmericasLeaders.com  •   IFApray.org

OAKLAND COFFEE HOUSE BANS POLICE

That’s the rule at Hasta Muerte Coffee, a 
worker-collective owned bookstore and 
coffee shop in Oakland, California. Appar-
ently, nothing froths a left-wing liberal’s 
latte like an officer with a badge.”We have 
a policy of asking police to leave for the 
physical and emotional safety of our cus-
tomers and ourselves,” shop owners wrote 
on their Instagram page. “We know in our 
experience working on campaigns against 
police brutality that we are not alone say-
ing that police presence compromises our 
feeling of physical & emotional safety.” “I 
don’t agree with that, 100 percent,” Coun-
cil Member Noel Gallo told the television  
station. “I think we need to work together, 
not against each other.” (BCN)

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER MAY 3, 2018
The 67th annual obser vance of the  
National Day of Prayer—gatherings are 
held in Washington, D.C. and cities around 
the nation. This year’s theme is “Unity.”  
www.nationaldayofprayer.org. 

TOP U.S. OFFICIALS
PRAYER GUIDE

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people—for kings and all those in authority…”

— 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-2

EXECUTIVE

President Donald Trump

Vice President Mike Pence

White House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus

White House Senior Advisor Jared Kushner

White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer

White House National Security Advisor H. R. McMaster

White House Counsel Donald McGahn

Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue (Pending)

Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross

Secretary of Defense James Mattis

Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos

Secretary of Energy Rick Perry

Secretary of Health & Human Services Tom Price

Secretary of Homeland Security John Kelly

Secretary of Housing & Urban Development Ben Carson

Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke

Secretary of Labor Alexander Acosta (Pending)

Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao

Secretary of Treasury Steven Mnuchin

Secretary of Veterans Affairs David Shulkin

Attorney General Jeff Sessions

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson

United Nations Ambassador Nikki Haley

Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff Joseph Dunford

Director, National Intelligence Dan Coats

Director, National Security Agency Michael Rogers

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation James Comey

Director, Central Intelligence Agency Mike Pompeo

Chairman, Federal Reserve Board Janet Yellen

U.S. SENATE 

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY)

Senate Whips John Cornyn (R-TX) / Richard Durbin (D-IL)

Chaplain Barry Black

Use the enclosed prayer guide to 
pray for our elected officials.  Buy 
more at www.IFAresources.com.

12,000+ SIGN DISNEY PETITION

More than 12,000 
people have signed 
a petition asking 
Disney to not depict 
Elsa as a lesbian in Frozen 2. “From every  
corner of society, young girls already 
face confusing and troubling messages 
about sexuality,” the petition, hosted on 
LifeSiteNews’ petition platform LifePeti-
tions, says. “Protect the innocence of little 
girls rather than introducing them to les-
bianism and the over-sexed LGBT cause,” 
the petition says. “Please either pair Elsa 
with a prince in Frozen 2, or don’t cre-
ate a partner for her at all.” To sign—  
https://lifepetitions.com. (LSN) 


