
FIRST FRIDAY PRAYER
JUNE 1, 2018

On the first Friday of the month,  
we encourage all to fast and  
pray for America using the  

prayer focuses below.

JUNE 2018

UNFORGIVENESS
Forgiveness, a healthy spiritual life, and 
effective prayer are interconnected.  
Pray and spend a short time in silence, 
asking the Holy Spirit to reveal any 
person you might need to forgive—to 
unconditionally release to God by a 
decision of your will, no matter how you 
were hurt, or what debt in thoughts, 
words, emotions, and actions that 
person might still owe you. Please pray 
according to Mark 11:25. How can we personally pray for and 

encourage the President? That’s the 
question the wife of U.S. Congress-

man Mike Bost (R-IL) asked herself after 
President Trump was sworn into office and 
was bombarded daily with harsh criticism. 

Tracy wanted to make a difference. She in-
vited friends and contacts in Illinois to write 
Scripture for the President on index cards. 
“I received almost 300 cards from children 
as young as kindergarten all the way up to 
a woman in her nineties,” Tracy explained. 
“The cards didn’t just have Scriptures on 
them. Some had heartfelt prayers to Presi-
dent Trump. On the cards from children, 
there were also drawings. . .  I read each one 
before passing them on to my husband to 
deliver to the President.” 

Last spring when Congressman Bost was 
in a meeting in the Oval Office, President 
Trump brought up the prayer cards. “We 
use them every day,” he told Bost. Mike was 
surprised--really, every day? Vice President 

To see God’s purposes for America fulfilled through sustained prayer and Spirit-led obedience

MEN OF FAITH
Offer thanksgiving and pray for fathers 
and grandfathers in your church and 
area. Reflect upon and offer prayer 
concerning the strategic role that 
young men, husbands, and fathers 
of genuine faith have in sanctifying 
their families and associates, and in 
bringing blessing to society. (1 Cor 7:14, 
1 Tim 4:12-15, Mal 4:6)

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION
Pray for persecuted Christians  
around the world. Pray the Lord 
grant His presence, protection, 
and courage to believers being 
persecuted. Pray that He would give 
wisdom, strategy, and fortitude to 
all church leaders and government 
officials working to curb religious 
persecution everywhere it exists.

WHAT IF YOU COULD PERSONALLY 
ENCOURAGE THE PRESIDENT?

Tracy Bost

Pence added, “Mike, when he says, ‘every 
day,’ he really means every day. He keeps 
the cards here on this shelf in his office, and 
we take some of them and read them daily.” 

That day a photograph was taken of Presi-
dent Trump and Congressman Bost with the 
prayer cards. Unfortunately, when the picture 
was posted on social media several months 
later, it was used to falsely accuse both Trump 
and Bost as “out of touch” in relation to the 
school shooting in Parkland, Florida. 

Prayer is under attack. Prayer has been  
labeled as “offensive” and ineffective in  
dealing with national problems. It is under 
spiritual attack because it is effective. 

Prayer is our mandate. “Rather than back 
away from this vital weapon of the Spirit, let 
us remember our battle is not with flesh and 
blood but in the spiritual realm,” Tracy stated 
as she invited others to join her in the prayer 
initiative for the President. 

“If you also believe in the power of prayer 
and would like to encourage the President 



Intercessory  
Activism:  
Field Trips and  
Divine  
Appointments

band of believers regularly attend meet-
ings of their very liberal and politically 
hostile city council. They just sat in the 
audience and prayed silently every week 
for months. Finally, when one meeting 
was over, a council member asked, “Why 
are you here? You come every week, and 
never say a word.” The believers simply re-
plied, “We are here to pray for you.” From 
that point on, the intercessors found favor 
with the council. Members began confi-
dentially asking for specific requests. They 
thanked the team for their faithfulness 
and noted the difference in the meetings 
and the peace in the room.  Some who had 
been openly hostile sought prayer support 
in dire personal circumstances. 

I was once facilitating a prayer team in a 
small town where traumatic violence had 
occurred and justice had been denied for 
decades. The team began to prayer walk 
around the courthouse at the center of 
the town square. Discreetly, individually 
or in pairs, they prayed “on site with in-
sight.” The Lord revealed how to proceed. 
They built relationships, wrote notes of 
encouragement, and even brought cook-
ies to the courthouse personnel to bless 
them.  They asked, “How can I pray for 
you?” In time, God brought people to the 
town for reform.  The team kept praying 
and making connections through divine 
appointments. Ultimately, corruption 
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was exposed, truth prevailed, and justice  
was served.  

Another time, a prayer team was 
called to come in the opposite spirit of 
the political “good-old-boy” network in 
a state, to see God’s righteousness and 
Kingdom bring new life and blessing. 
Through a series of divine appointments 
and connections, the team found favor at 
a critical juncture of the state campaign 
season. The team was granted permis-
sion to meet candidates as they came 
down off the platform where each had 
just delivered an important campaign 
speech. All the candidates for every state 
and local office let the team lay hands on 
them and pray. The team did not preach 
or pray negatively. They prayed mercy 
and blessing, and that “the eyes of their 
understanding would be enlightened to 
know the hope of their calling.” All re-
ceived. Many were humbled, with tears 
in their eyes.  Candidates’ spouses wept.  
The presence of God permeated the at-
mosphere. The team was invited back 
every year.

If you allow the Holy Spirit to lead 
you, He will show you the way of fervent,  
effectual prayer. (Jas 5:16) If you are 
faithful in small things, He will trust you 
with more. (Lk 16:10) It all starts where 
two or three are gathered in His name,  
there He will be in your midst. (Mt 18:20)

S pirit-led, grassroots prayer  
support  for  government ,  
whether at the national, state, or 

local level, begins with a few people who 
see the need and sense a call to be part 
of God’s moving in that sphere. It isn’t 
about numbers. It’s about God’s calling 
and your willingness. The more commit-
ted you are, the more faithful you are, 
and the longer you persevere, the more 
the Holy Spirit can use you and reveal 
God’s heart to you.

Rather than coming to prayer with a 
laundry list of things you want to see  
accomplished, invite His presence into 
your midst. Humble yourself and ask the 
Lord, “What are you doing and how may 
we join You?” Thank Him for His handi-
work and fingerprints on lives and in 
circumstances.  Do this consistently, and 
He will reveal even more of His strategy. 

Take field trips and expect divine  
appointments. I have witnessed a faithful 

By Karen Vercruse 
IFA Mobilizer in Chico, CA
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What If You 
Could Personally  
Encourage the  
President?  

Continued from Page 1

Learn how to pray for,  
connect with, and contact  

our elected officials. 
PrayforAmericasLeaders.com

 

The approaching midterm elections 
are pivotal to the national political 
landscape. Every vote is critical. 

While much attention is focused nation-
ally, state, regional, and local elections set 
the stage for higher offices. 

In 2016, Francis Brooks defeated Ash-
ley Hill by one vote in the Vermont Sen-
ate Democratic Primary. Brooks later 
won the general election that fall. In 
2014, Lindsey McKee Luther defeated 
Kent Harrell for the North Carolina Dis-
trict Court by just five votes. In 2017, an 
initial vote count showed the incumbent,  
Republican David Yancey, ahead by 13 
votes in a race for Virginia House of Dele-
gates. Following a recount, Yancey trailed 
Democratic challenger Shelly Simmonds 
by one vote out of a total of 23,215 votes. 
Following court review, the deciding vote 
was determined by lot with the State 
Board of Elections. Yancey won, giving 
Republicans control of the House by a  
margin of 51-49.

Our voting privileges start at the lo-
cal level. The leadership of local com-
munities determines the outcome of 
legislation impacting our families, places 

of work, educational institutions, and 
many other aspects of life.  In a recent 
race for the Chairmanship of the Repub-
lican Committee in Frederick County, 
Virginia, Tim Stowe won by 18 votes. The 
week before the election, the pastor of 
his church reminded the congregation 
to take ownership of community leader-
ship by going out to vote. Without being 
political, the pastor commended Stowe 
for his Christian stance and urged his 
congregants to vote their values. When 
the final tally came in, the pastor later 
recounted seeing at least 18 of his con-
gregants in line to vote.

When Christians understand the dif-
ference just one vote can make, we will 
become more intentional in activating 
our prayers by voting. 

JUST HOW IMPORTANT 
IS ONE VOTE?

and Vice President then we invite you to 
join the ENCOURAGE Prayer Initiative,” 
launched with friend and author Lisa 
Cherry through Frontline Families. 

“We chose the word encourage because 
. . .  it means to put courage into them. That 
is our desire. We want to give courage to 
our President and Vice President as we 
pray for them,” Cherry added. How?

Be a voice: The offer of prayer has  
been called “offensive” speech. Don’t buy 
into it. Offer to pray. Pray. We know it is 
effective. Don’t be intimidated.

Pray effectively: This nation needs 
effective, fervent prayer. The prayer of a 
righteous person is powerful and effective.  
(Jas 5:16) We pray effective prayers by 
praying the Word of God. When we pray 
the Word, we know we are praying God’s 
will. God promises: So is my word that goes 
out from my mouth: It will not return to me 
empty, but will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
(Is 55:11) 

Surround those under attack: When 
Christians are attacked for their faith, 
too often we back away. Those who are 
attacked for Christian beliefs should not 
stand alone. It is especially important on 
the public stage. We are a majority who 
acts and thinks like a minority. If we do 
not use our voice, we will lose our voice.  

Send a prayer, Scripture, and words of 
encouragement to President Trump:
www.ifapray.org/promo/trump-prayer-card/

—By Karen Hardin, literary agent and 
published author. 

By Wanda Alger,  
IFA Field Correspondent
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THE BIBLE: THE MOST STOLEN BOOK

The Bible is the most ‘stolen’ book of all 

time! What irony! While theft remains a 

chief wrongdoing in our current Christian 

society, the fact is: People want it! (FB)

ALA. PRAYER FOR TRUMP GOES VIRAL

Members of the National Champions  

Alabama football team made history at 

their White House visit following their in-

credible comeback victory over Georgia. 

Punter J.K. Scott obeyed the prompting 

of the Holy Spirit and asked President 

Trump if he could pray for him. A handful 

of Scott’s teammates then circled around 

Trump and bowed their heads in prayer 

together. Thank God for these young men 

and for this powerful image. (IFA)

FIRST FRIDAY PRAYER CONFERENCE CALL
Please plan on setting these important 30 minutes aside to join with 
hundreds across the U.S. in praying for America, its leaders, and its  
citizens on June 1, 2018 from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. (ET) 

Call: (712) 432-0075     Access Code: 1412452#
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Answered Prayer

Issues for Prayer

Events

ISRAEL’S POP. IS 43% OF WORLD JEWRY

On Israel’s 70th Independence Day, its 
population stood at 8,842,000, of whom 
74.5 percent are Jewish, according to 
figures released by the Central Bureau of 
Statistics. The Jewish population stands at 
approximately 6.589 million, while Arabs 
number some 1.849 million, 20.9% of the 
population.  (TOI)

Join believers in praying for our elected officials at PrayforAmericasLeaders.com  •   IFApray.org

SUPREME COURT LOOPHOLES

The Supreme Court recently created 
a new deportation loophole for legal 
immigrants, ruling that the federal law 
mandating removal for those convicted 
of violent felonies is unconstitutionally 
“vague.” Administration officials said the 
5-4 decision will make it tougher to de-
port burglars convicted in California and 
child sex abusers convicted in New Jer-
sey, based on the way those states’ laws  
are written.  (WT)

30 DAYS OF PRAYER FOR MUSLIM WORLD 
May 15 - June 14, 2018

Pray for Muslims during the month of
Ramadan. Visit www.30daysprayer.com.

CALIFORNIA: MOST POLLUTED STATE

Eight of the USA’s 10 most-polluted cities, 
in terms of ozone pollution, are in Cali-
fornia, according to the American Lung 
Association’s annual “State of the Air”. 
The Los Angeles/Long Beach area took 
the dubious distinction of being the na-
tion’s most ozone-polluted city as it has 
for nearly the entire 19-year history of 
the report. Overall, the report said about 
133 million Americans — more than four 
of 10 — live with unhealthy levels of air 
pollution, placing them at risk for serious 
health issues. (USAT) 
OPIOID CRISIS

The number one cause 
of accidental deaths in 
America is drug overdose. 
Deaths resulting from syn-
thetic opioids increased by 72% from 2014 
to 2015.  The economic cost of the crisis 
was over $504 billion in 2015, which is 
2.8% of the GDP. We are thankful for a 
President and first lady who have made 
dealing with this crisis a priority. Visit  
www.crisisnextdoor.gov. (CND)

MILITARY CHAPLAINCY PROTECTED

Thanks to the quick response and a united 
effort, the erroneous attempt to imbed hu-
manist chaplains in the military and erode 
the essential roles of chaplains, has been 
prevented – for now. Congressman Lam-
born, member of the Congressional Prayer 
Caucus, and Senator Wicker led a success-
ful effort to send a letter signed by over 50 
members of Congress to the Secretary of 
the Navy and Navy Chief of Chaplains ask-
ing them to oppose the request for the ap-
pointment of a humanist chaplain. (CPCF)

ARIZONA AFFIRMS GOD

Arizona legislators took bold steps recently 
to put God back into the public conversa-
tion, by protecting and promoting the Ari-
zona state motto “God Enriches” and Amer-
ica’s national motto “In God We Trust.” Now 
schools are encouraged to post displays, 
copies, and excerpts of America’s founda-
tional documents which proclaim God’s 
enduring place in our nation. (CPCF)

APPEAL TO HEAVEN

June 28 – July 1, 2018

Join David Kubal at this intercession 
 and worship conference.

www.lifeisrelationships.com


