
FIRST FRIDAY PRAYER
APRIL 6, 2018

On the first Friday of the month,  
we encourage all to fast and  
pray for America using the  

prayer focuses below.

APRIL 2018

RECONCILIATION
Offer thanksgiving for Christ’s atoning work 

that has reconciled us with God our Father, 

and for how the “ministry” and the “word” 

of reconciliation have been delegated to all 

followers of Christ. (Heb 9:24-28,10:19-23; 

Eph 1:7, 2:13; 2 Cor 5:18-20) Pray that the 

Lord shows you and your family ways to be 

reconciling “ambassadors for Christ.”

C ynthia Dunbar ,  Republican 
National Committeewoman for 
Virginia, is currently running for 

Congress. A Spirit-filled believer standing 
for biblical values, she is also a lawyer and 
educational advocate. Months of prayer con-
firmed God’s call to run for office. In a recent 
interview, Dunbar shared her personal expe-
rience inside the political process and what 
she is learning, especially as an intercessor. 

Her biggest surprise is the allure of power 
and rampant deception. Although she has 
been involved in party politics for years, 
since actively campaigning for office she has 
seen spiritual warfare increase. One morn-
ing in prayer, she heard the Lord: “Cynthia, 
I am about to expose the charlatans. You are 
going to be surprised at how many there are, 
and you will be surprised at who some of them 
are.” His words confirmed her call to run for 
office, and her call to intercession. Believers 

To see God’s purposes for America fulfilled through sustained prayer and Spirit-led obedience

TRUTH
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free. (Jn 8:32) Scripture declares that the 

time before the return of Jesus will be marked 

by great deception. (Mt 24:11; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 

Tim 3:13) Pray that you, and all believers, be 

delivered from deception, false doctrine, and 

false religion. Pray for balanced doctrine, the 

proclamation of truth, and a multiplication of 

the teaching of biblical worldviews.

Continued on Page 3

HUMILITY
Prayerfully reflect and ask the Lord to 

show you any verbal transgressions and 

patterns of speech which He might desire 

to adjust or correct. Pray for humility in 

your heart and in your words. Intercede 

for the Lord to curb criticism, gossip, 

and slander in the Church. Pray that 

all believers learn to settle offenses 

and disputes according to the biblical 

principles taught in Matthew 5:21-26 and 

18:15-17. 

CONFRONTING THE  
“RING OF POWER”  

WITH PRAYER

By Wanda Alger 
IFA Field Correspondent

must walk in greater discernment and wisdom, 
she believes, because of God’s deep cleansing 
work in our nation.  

Dunbar sees the spiritual battle and urges 
other believers to understand how real it is: 
“What I have found is that…some of the most 
subtle deceptions are the deepest.” Citing Prov-
erbs 16:25, Dunbar describes how things may 
seem right to man, but they actually bring 
death. She believes many Christians are being 
fooled by appearances without seeing deeper 
issues at stake: “Unless you’re really discerning, 
you don’t see it. I have been on the inside, and I’ve 
been shocked at how some of the elected officials 
pretend to be something they’re not.” 

She describes the seduction of power 
that faces anyone in politics. “There’s such a 
desire for power, that even well-intentioned, 
good people become so consumed for pow-
er and name-recognition that they become 



SANTA  
ROSA FIRES:  
LESSONS IN  
PRAYER 

coming 75 mph winds, began praying and 
woke later to the smell of smoke before 
the news broke.

Second, connecting as intercessors 
fostered persevering through the crisis. 
Rapidly changing circumstances and shifts 
in the wind precluded gathering in Santa 
Rosa.  Conference calls enabled group 
prayer—9 out of the first 10 days, then 3 
times a week until the fire was contained, 
and twice weekly since. They witnessed 
miracles as they were led by the Holy  
Spirit—contained fires, subsiding and shift-
ing winds, close-call evacuations, and just-
in-time rescues.  One intercessor was led 
to go to all forty churches in the city and 
pray for protection.  All forty were spared 
amid block after block of total devastation. 
As they prayed for law enforcement, law 
and order ruled with no increase in crime 
or looting, the police force remained safe, 
and intercessors sensed angelic interven-
tion. God answered prayers for rain with-
out floods or mudslides.

Third, information from news sources 
is often unreliable, especially in the early 
stages of a crisis. Local intercessors en-
countered chaos, confusion, conflicting 
news, and faulty reporting. However, the 
Lord directed and protected them. They 
found that the local media outlets were the 
most accurate and current in their report-
ing, because they were right on the scene.

By Karen Vercruse,    
IFA Mobilizer in Chico, CA
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Fourth, things have forever changed 
in the aftermath: unprecedented unity 
among churches and a new apprecia-
tion of their role in the city; a new level 
of cooperation among government, agen-
cies, and churches; and a new vision for 
the future of the city is emerging, with 
the church finding its voice for that vi-
sion. Citizens are excited about the op-
portunity for a new direction of the city.  
Also, across the city, virtues are more 
evident—gratitude, humility, compassion, 
and service to others.

Fifth, there is a need for cleansing. One 
important spiritual and physical aspect in 
the aftermath is the evidence of toxicity in 
the land.  The fires caused extensive pol-
lution of air, land, and water.  Urban fires 
are far more toxic than rural ones. Pollu-
tion has seeped into the soil and ground 
water, and will require much remediation.  
Agencies are very concerned about the 
spread of toxicity through run-off and 
storm drains.  A parallel can be drawn in 
the spiritual realm.  As we pray to heal the 
land, the Lord can give us guidance as to 
the root spiritual issues involved.

Much more could be shared about 
how God used intercessors during the 
fires. Through the Lord Jesus Christ and 
His Holy Spirit, God was faithful to see us 
through and accomplish His purposes 
in the earth.

W hen major news breaks, 
the media does not usually 
cover the spiritual dimen-

sion of events. However, focusing on what 
the Lord is doing in the midst of a crisis, 
and on prayer, results in great spiritual 
benefits. Intercessors lived and prayed 
through one of the most devastating fires 
in our national history—the Santa Rosa 
fires in Sonoma County, California, in 
October 2017. What they learned will en-
courage anyone with a passion for prayer.

First, the Holy Spirit warned interces-
sors before the fires broke out. One 
month before the fires, a young interces-
sor “saw” angels chattering, as if some-
thing was coming. Another saw angels in 
counsel over the city. Still another sensed 
the deployment of angelic activity around 
the city.  They took note and prayed. 
One intercessor, troubled by reports of 
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Machiavellian, and the end justifies the 
means.” Dunbar knows this is spiritual 
warfare that underscores the need for 
believers to pray for those in the political 
process: “I’ve seen it take even good men and 
good women…it’s kind of like the Lord of the 
Rings; once you put that Ring of Power on, 
it does something to you. The only way you 
can be immune to it is if you are truly being 
motivated by pursuing God, because God is 
the highest authority; all authority is His.”

Dunbar believes the call to political  
office should be motivated by a call to 
serve, not be served. “The only reason I’m in 
the race is because numerous people asked 
me, and He called me.” Believing that God 
alone can save this nation, she believes 
Christians in the political sphere can be 
vessels of God’s presence that break yokes 
of oppression and darkness. Her staff 
spends time in prayer, and she prays for 
her opponents. 

She states the need for increased inter-
cession, especially during election cycles. 
“You don’t step into this arena without  
intercessors.” She stressed that it is critical 
for those who enter politics to be support-
ed by strong believers and intercessors. 
Her team of prayer warriors lift her up in 
prayer, in addition to the small staff that 
works with her. Let her experience remind 
us to stand in intercession for those who 
are in the frontlines of the battle.

INTERCESSORY ACTIVISM

Learn how to pray for,  
connect with, and contact  

our elected officials. 
PrayforAmericasLeaders.com

 

Intercessory Activism is promoting 
and releasing God’s kingdom values 
in today’s political process by adding 

action to intercession, joining in political 
campaigns and elections, positioning in-
tercessors alongside elected officials to 
support them in prayer.

Prayer Points for Campaigns 
 and Elections:

• Pray for the fear of the Lord to rest 
on the election proceedings and all 
who participate.  (2 Chr 20:29-30)
• Pray for the favor of the Lord for 
God-fearing candidates. (Ps 5:12)
• Pray for order and divine wisdom to 
guide the steps of each candidate.  
(Ps 37:23-24)
• Pray that any corruption or illegal 
activity will be exposed, stopped, and 
brought to justice. (Prv 17:20)
• Pray for spiritual discernment to dis-
tinguish between good and evil, truth 
and counterfeit. (1 Jn 4:5-6)
• Pray for financial provision and effec-
tive resources for candidates.  
(2 Cor 9:8)

• Pray for staff to be honorable and 
skilled in their work. (Ex 18:21a)
• Pray for protection for God-fearing 
candidates. (Na 1:7 NABRE)
• Pray that those who are truly called 
of the Lord would stand out among 
the rest. (Gn 39:21-23 ESV)

Prayer for Candidates:
Lord, You are the God of all nations. 

You bless nations who call upon You. I 
call upon You on behalf of our nation 
and the political candidates running for 
office. Show me how You want me to in-
tercede for them. May Your will be done 
in their lives and in their elections. Guide 
them, direct them, and use them to ac-
complish Your will in their communities 
and in our nation. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



To place orders with Intercessors for America, 
call (812) 814-9690 or visit IFAresources.com.

Publication index: BCN=Breaking Christian 
News; CBN=Christian Broadcasting Network; 
CH=Christian Headlines; LSN=Life Site News

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S PRO-LIFE BUDGET
President Donald Trump unveiled a $4.4 
trillion budget Monday for next year which 
blocks certain abortion providers from 
receiving federal funds. The 160-page 
proposed budget revealed “provisions pro-
hibiting certain abortion providers from 
receiving federal funds from U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (HHS), 
including those that receive funding under 
the Title X Family Planning program and 
Medicaid, among other HHS programs.” 
This move by Trump is in line with what 
he promised on the campaign trail during 
a Republican debate in Houston. (CBN)

IMMIGRANT SUES OVER CITIZENSHIP OATH

A French immigrant 
and atheist who is liv-
ing in Massachusetts 
has filed a lawsuit 
against the U.S. gov-
ernment, arguing that the phrase “so help 
me God,” which is included in the oath to 
obtain U.S. citizenship, violates the Estab-
lishment Clause of the U.S. Constitution. 
“By its very nature, an oath that concludes 
‘so help me God’ is asserting that God ex-
ists,” says the lawsuit, as reported by The 
Christian Post. “Accordingly, the current 
oath violates the first 10 words of the Bill 
of Rights, and to participate in a ceremony 
which violates that key portion of the 
United States Constitution is not support-
ing or defending the Constitution as the 
oath demands.” Olga Paule Perrier-Bilbo, 
claims that the oath is prohibiting her from 
becoming an American citizen because it 
violates her religious beliefs. (CH)

FIRST FRIDAY PRAYER CONFERENCE CALL
Please plan on setting these important 30 minutes aside to join with 
hundreds across the U.S. in praying for America, its leaders, and its  
citizens on APRIL 6, 2018 from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. (ET) 

Call: (712) 432-0075     Access Code: 1412452#
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Answered Prayer Issues for Prayer

Events

INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Sam Brownback, who 
served Kansas as senator 
a n d  g o v e r n o r ,  w a s 
appointed Ambassador 
for International Religious 

Freedom. Brownback said America’s 
promotion of international religious 
freedom demands standing up for the rights 
of the world’s most vulnerable populations. 
He said ISIS continues to target members 
of multiple religions, and ethnicities for 
rape, kidnapping, enslavement, and 
death. Brownback said with this Trump 
administration behind him, those atrocities 
must and will stop.  He was confirmed for the 
position after senators voted 49-49, with the 
Vice President breaking the tie. Brownback 
said he wants to see the expansion of 
religious freedom. (BCN and CBN)

Join believers in praying for our elected officials at PrayforAmericasLeaders.com  •   IFApray.org

FED. COURTS AND CONSERVATIVE JUDGES

If you believe 

t h e  m a i n -

stream me-

dia, you might 

think Presi-

dent Trump doesn’t get much done ex-

cept to get involved in daily controversies. 

Leonard Leo has had a huge impact advis-

ing the president in a personal capacity on 

picks for federal judgeships. Leo told CBN 

News, “This president has an opportunity 

to potentially fill as many as 40 percent of 

the seats on the federal bench. And that 

will just be transformative.” There are 

some 107 vacancies and Leo stated that if 

Trump fills them all with strict constitution-

alists, their influence “will last 40, 50 years 

and will have an enormous impact on the 

future of our country.” (BCN)

CDC STUDY: DECLINE IN TEEN SEX

“Fewer students are having sexual  

intercourse during the earlier years of high 

school,” according to a study released by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention (CDC). About 41 percent of ninth 

to 12th grade students now admit to hav-

ing had sexual intercourse, down from 47 

percent in 2005 and a steep decline from 

53 percent in 1995. The downward trend is 

especially prevalent among ninth and 10th 

graders, the CDC study found. Significantly 

less sexual experience was even greater 

among both black and hispanics. (LSN)

UNSHAKEN, APRIL 2018
Regional prayer events sponsored by 
Moms in Prayer. Learn to battle powerfully 
in prayer. Find dates at https://momsin-
prayer.org/events/unshaken/.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER MAY 3, 2018
The 67th annual obser vance of the  
National Day of Prayer—gatherings are 
held in Washington, D.C. and cities around 
the nation. This year’s theme is “Unity.”  
www.nationaldayofprayer.org. 


