


This article is an appeal to all believers to consider 
the importance of this moment in time. Nearly 25 
years ago, researcher George Barna compared the 

Church and its surrounding culture with the image of a 
frog in a kettle of water. If you place a frog in boiling wa-
ter, it will leap out in response to the pain. However, if 
you place a frog in room temperature water and slowly 
increase the heat, the frog will compliantly boil to death. 
This analogy is a reminder to the American Church, which 
is bathed in a culture that is increasingly anti-Christian, 
that we must not be lulled into a sense of complacency. 
The image is, of course, more relevant today than it was 
when first popularized. 
 
Hostility toward Christianity has moved from vocal to loud 
to violent in the past few months. “The Survey of Reli-
gious Hostility in America” (www.religioushostility.org)  
has documented over 600 incidences of religious hostility 
including:
 
• A federal judge threatening “incarceration” to a high 

school valedictorian unless she remove references to  
Jesus from her graduation speech

• A city official prohibiting senior citizens from praying 
over their meals, listening to religious messages, or 
singing Gospel songs at senior activities centers

• A public school official physically lifting an elementary 
school student from his seat and reprimanding him in 
front of his classmates for praying over his lunch

 
This report does not include the most recent incident of hos-
tility toward Chick fil-A’s president’s comments concern-
ing his personal view of traditional marriage, nor does it 
include the episode at the Family Research Council’s office 
where an armed gunman opened fire because he “didn’t like 
their political views.” Thankfully, God protected the life of 
the FRC guard who stood in the way of the gunfire.
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Fellow leaders, in this critical era, are we moving 
from religious intolerance to religious persecu-
tion? The examples above could be considered 

types of religious persecution we would read about in 
countries that do not have religious freedom. There is 
concern that these events could set a precedent for per-
secution in America.  
 
And yet, in the muddle of antagonism, three quarters 
of the American population still identify with Judeo-
Christian values. In a 2009 Gallup poll, the figure was 
78 percent. Strangely enough, there is a tendency for a 
vast majority of believers to sit on the sidelines while 
the vocal minority is increasing its attempts to direct 
the course of our culture.
  
Apparently, many are remaining silent in spite of 
their beliefs. But isn’t it time to say something?  
There may come a time when our religious free-
dom is drastically limited or eliminated. Like Queen 
Esther, who recognized the position and privi-
lege granted to her by God (Esther 4:14), we have a 
similar window of opportunity in the 21st century.  

Understanding the Context
Seeds of persecution are sprinkled throughout Ameri-
can history. During the Revolutionary War, British sol-
diers used the derogatory term “The Black Robe Regi-
ment” to refer to patriotic clergymen in the colonies. 
These clergymen understood that the rights upheld in 
the Declaration of Independence were God-given rights 
and could be used as material for sermon topics. Many 
of these church leaders were famous, and it is a well-
known fact that they served an instrumental role during 
our nation’s founding.

Their lives bear witness to the understanding that it is 
unnecessary to separate politics from religion.  If God 
is the God of all things, then He is also the God of good 
government.  (Isaiah 33:22) 
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“It is impossible 
to govern 
the world 

without God 
and the Bible.”                                                              

—George Washington

In 1954, a stumbling block for the American Church 
occurred when Senator Lyndon Johnson, who went on 
to be our 36th President, faced a difficult reelection.  
In retaliation toward certain groups who opposed him, 
Johnson attempted to restrain them by passing a law.  The 
following exchange1 occurred on the floor of the Senate 
chamber:

Mr. JOHNSON of Texas: Mr. President, I have an 
amendment at the desk, which I should like to have stated.

The PRESIDING OFFICER: The Secretary will state 
the amendment.

The CHIEF CLERK: On page 117 of the House bill, in 
section 501(c)(3), it is proposed to strike out “individuals, 
and” and insert “individual,” and strike out “influence 
legislation.” And insert “influence legislation, and which 
does not participate in, or intervene in (including the 
publishing or distributing of statements), any political 
campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.”

Mr. JOHNSON of  Texas: Mr. President, this amendment 
seeks to extend the provisions of section 501 of the House 
bill, denying tax-exempt status to not only those people 
who influence legislation, but also to those who intervene in 
any political campaign on behalf of any 
candidate for any public office. I have 
discussed the matter with the chairman of the 
committee, the minority ranking member of 
the committee, and several other members 
of the committee, and I understand that 
the amendment is acceptable to them. 
I hope the chairman will take it to Lyndon B. Johnson
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conference, and that it will be included in the final bill 
which Congress passes.” The amendment was adopted 
and passed, inserting language into the IRS code 
that prohibited non-profits, including churches, from 
endorsing or opposing candidates for political office. This 

(a)  New organizations must notify the Secre-
tary that they are applying for recognition of 
section 501(c)(3) status. Except as provided in 
subsection (c), an organization organized af-
ter October 9, 1969, shall not be treated as an 
organization described in section 501(c)(3) — 
(c) Exceptions
(1) Mandatory exceptions
(A) Churches, their integrated auxiliaries, and 
conventions or associations of churches2

Even current IRS publications state this exception.   
See http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p526.pdf.

was a significant step to restrain the influence of the 
Church in America.  Before 1954, churches not only 
had the freedom to speak of politics – endorsing or 
opposing – political candidates, but also they had tax  
exempt status without filling out any forms. 

According to IRS laws, there are tax exempt orga-
nizations that do not have to file under the 501(c)(3)  
status to be tax exempt.  Section 508(c)(1)(A) states that 
“churches, their integrated auxiliaries, and conventions 
or associations of churches” are a mandatory exception 
to section 501(c)(3). They are already tax exempt with-
out notifying or applying to the government under sec-
tion 501(c)(3). Churches receive the same tax exempt 
status and benefits as a 501(c)(3) organization, without 
the partnership with the government: 

Sec. 508. — Special rules with respect to sec-
tion 501(c)(3) organizations

Churches Do Not Need 501(c)3 Status
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A former IRS employee and current Christian author 
states this:

 “I am not the only IRS employee who’s wondered why 
churches go to the government and seek permission 
to be exempted from a tax they didn’t owe to begin 
with, and to seek a tax deductible status that they’ve 
always had anyway.  Many of us have marveled at how 
church leaders want to be regulated and controlled by 
an agency of government that most Americans have 
prayed would just get out of their lives.  Churches are 
in an amazingly unique position, but they don’t seem to 
know or appreciate the implications of what it would 
mean to be free of government control.”  3

For the first 178 years of America’s existence, the 
Church not only assumed tax exempt status, but 
considered politics part of its domain of stewardship.  

Compliance Guide for 501(c)(3)

Should you want to review the present law in further 
detail, visit http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4221pc.pdf:

“Public charities are 
absolutely prohibited 
from directly or indirectly 
participating in, or 
intervening in, any political 
campaign on behalf of 
(or in opposition to) a 
candidate for public office. 
Contributions to political 
campaign funds or public 
statements of position made 
on behalf of the organization 
in favor of or in opposition 
to any candidate for public 
office clearly violate the 
prohibition against political 
campaign activity. Violation 
of this prohibition may result 
in revocation of tax-exempt 
status and/or imposition 
of certain excise taxes…. 

Other activities intended to encourage people to participate 
in the electoral process, such as voter registration and 
get-out-the-vote drives, would not constitute prohibited 
political campaign activity if conducted in a non-partisan 
manner. On the other hand, voter education or registration 
activities with evidence of bias that would favor one 
candidate over another, oppose a candidate in some 
manner, or have the effect of favoring a candidate or group 
of candidates, will constitute campaign intervention. The 
political campaign activity prohibition is not intended to 
restrict free expression on political matters by leaders of 
public charities speaking for themselves as individuals. 
However, for their organizations to remain tax exempt 
under section 501(c)(3), organization leaders cannot make 
partisan comments in official organization publications or at 
official functions. When speaking in a non-official capacity, 
these leaders should clearly indicate that their comments 
are personal, and not intended to represent the views of the  
organization.” 

Guidelines for Activity
Endorse a candidate for political office? 
CHURCH: NO 
PASTOR: YES 

Allow candidates to speak on church premises?
CHURCH: YES  
PASTOR: N/A 

Rent list of church members to candidate for fundrais-
ing purposes (at fair market value)?
CHURCH: YES
PASTOR: N/A 

Distribute Voter Guides?
CHURCH: YES
PASTOR: YES 

Engage in voter registration, voter identification, get 
out the vote, voter education? 
CHURCH: YES
PASTOR: YES 

501
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Recent Developments in the 
Unfortunate Restraining of the 
American Church

Attempts to restrain the Church are accelerating at a 
frightening pace.  I believe that four phenomena have 
caused the Church to enter its current state.  

Acceptance of Christian Fatalism — Christian Fatalism 
is the attitude of resignation adopted by believers when 
they over-emphasize that God will accomplish His plan 
regardless of what His people do. The statements, “God 
is going to do what He is going to do” and “God is still 
on the throne,” capture this mind set. 

Yet at the same time, most believers are familiar with 2 
Chronicles 7:14: “If My people who are called by my 
name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven….” This Scripture – as well as many more 
– clearly states that we are involved with God in mak-
ing history. In other words, God desires to involve us 
in shaping world events. If this were not true, why pray 
at all? We are instructed to pray, “Thy kingdom come” 
(Matthew 6:10).  

Sometimes the failure to pray and to be concerned 
about political issues is directly related to differing 
views on eschatology.  It is not uncommon to study the 
end times and grapple with a sense of the inevitable – 
the assurance that the final days will be set in motion 
and at some point cannot be stopped. 

In the final days, Satan will be released to “deceive the 
nations” (Rev. 20:7-8) and no nation will be able to re-
sist his final move. The Bible speaks of this widespread 
deception as a unique situation where nations cannot 
recover from a downward spiral. Consider the follow-
ing events which must occur before this great and final 
deception: 

• The six seals of Revelation 6, i.e. conquest, conflict, 
famine, widespread death, the cry of the martyred, 
and natural disasters

• The heavenly battle of Revelation 12 where Michael 
defeats Satan and hurls him to the earth

• The beast from the sea and beast from the earth, 
described in Revelation 13

• The appearance of the Lamb on Mount Zion, and 
angels proclaim the Gospel to all resulting in a great 
harvest in Revelation 14

• The seven last plagues of Revelation 15 and 16
• Satan’s captivity of 1,000 years in Revelation 20

Obviously, there are many interpretations of the end 
times, but my point is that until all of these events have 
transpired, a nation has HOPE! 

The Prevalence of Evangelical Programmatic 
Incrementalism — Evangelical Programmatic 
Incrementalism is a subconscious belief that God’s will 
in our country could come to pass by more effective 
Church programs. This philosophy is optimistic that 
with better programs, we could eventually see increases 
of good that would outpace evil. However, passages like 
Isaiah 1:9-20 are an indication that gradual, percentage 
increases in effort or organization will never produce 
enough results to turn a country around.

In their recent book The New  
Leviathan, David Horowitz 
and Jacob Laksin describe 
how liberals are changing the 
political landscape through their 
progressive agenda. Presenting 
themselves as more in tune with 
the concerns of the poor and 
working class than conservative 
groups, many liberal tax exempt 
organizations have assets over a 
hundred billion dollars and outspend conservatives ten 
to one. 

On a practical level, it is already apparent that percent-
age change, incremental growth, gradual increases (no 
matter how zealous or well-intended) are not enough.  

Politicizing of Moral Issues — Morality is a system 
of proper conduct determined by an eternal Source.  
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Our Founding Fathers had this perspective as they  
allowed Natural Law to influence the founding statutes 
of our land. The politicizing of moral issues occurs 
when proper conduct is no longer discussed as right 
or wrong —as determined by God—but is discussed 
merely as a set of personal choices. When this occurs, 
morality becomes simply a matter of personal rights, 
and politicians are obligated to condone and even 
encourage the free exercise of these “rights.”

For many years, the Church has been told, “You 
can’t legislate morality.”  This statement has not been 
prevalent for years because the agenda was successful, 
i.e., it is automatically assumed that one has the right to 
do anything as long as it doesn’t hurt anybody.  Today, 
the issues of family, sexuality, life, etc. have moved 
from the pulpit onto the floor of the lawmakers because  
personal “rights” has taken precedent over morals.

Obscured Jeopardy Syndrome — The “Obscured 
Jeopardy Syndrome” is the state of not fully under-
standing the gravity of our current condition. Those liv-
ing in Israel in 725 BC neglected to notice how close 
they were to destruction. For hundreds of years, they 
had experienced periods of crises and peace. Circum-
stances weren’t ideal, but they did not seriously foresee 
a future where they would not formally exist as a nation. 
Likewise, the German Church did not fully grasp the 
array of events that set the stage for World War I and 
II. While many church members did identify the dan-
ger, the German Church as a whole did not, and a tragic 
chapter of history occurred.

A nation’s perception of its true condition determines 
its proximity to transforming revival. There is a stigma 
about sounding like an alarmist, but at some point when 
danger is likely to be near, someone must step into this 
position and risk making noise, regardless of the repu-
tation it brings.

Summary

Is the Church serving two masters: Jesus Christ and the 
U.S. government? The Church is commanded by Jesus 
to be salt, to preserve society, while many within our 
government and culture dictate that we must stay out 

of the political arena. One writer strongly states this case:

“Having obeyed the IRS rather than the Bible, (the 
Church) has become irrelevant, savorless salt, good for 
nothing but tyranny - which they have allowed to come 
upon them and the rest of the country by their inaction. The 
Church in America had the power to hold the government 
accountable to a higher law that prevented corruption. It 
has forfeited its power by disobeying the direct commands 
and warnings of Jesus. Consequently, the civil powers are 
well on their way to corruption, tyranny and enthroning 
themselves as the highest authority – above God and above 
the will of the people themselves. The civil authorities 
have become masters rather than servants.”
 
“If Jesus has all power on earth and in heaven; if the 
Church is His body on earth and His Bride; if the 
Church is to be salt – a preservative – and light to so-
ciety at large; why is it that the multiple millions of 
Christians in America – the backbone of world Christi-
anity – seem unable to preserve even our own culture? 
Why does the Church act so powerless, seeming to hide 
in a foxhole from which it propounds Scripture with 
great might, yet in culture at large it seems as timid as 
a mouse, always fighting a defensive battle rather than 
storming the gates of hell?” 4

Is it time to say something? What should we say? Pray 
and consider what you might say during this critical hour:

1.    Ask others to join a concerted time of prayer and  
       humbly seek the Lord’s will for our nation.
 
2.    Attempt to bring Christ into the political arena of  
       your congregation.
 
3.    Encourage those in your Christian community to 
       understand the issues and to be guided by the    
       Holy Spirit as they vote according to conscience. 
 
4.    Share with others that walking into a voting  
       booth is a prayerful, holy act whereby they can  
       be good stewards of the influence they have  
       upon America.

Consider downloading this resource and sending 
it to friends. You may also download  IFA’s prayer 
guide, “Spiritually Swinging the Swing States,” at  
http://www.getamericapraying.com/special-reports.php.
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            And because                                         
 
 

The Four-Part Solution: Four Hs 5

Please prayerfully consider the following points and encourage your church family in the following:

1. HUNGER. We live in a day where spiritual coasting seems like a meaningful spiritual journey. 
People move when there is either a crisis or an opportunity for immediate change. However, a perceived 
crisis has the ability to edify the Body and lead to drastic action. Do we and those around us perceive that 
we are in immediate crisis and need the Hand of God to move? Are we hungry to embrace His answers 
and His methods, even if it requires repentance, self-reflection, and perseverance on our part? Are we 
seeking God every day for God-fearing leaders within our homes, churches, and government to bring 
about godly laws and godly culture?  

2. HUMILITY. Humility is a key attribute that attracts the presence of God. It is the characteristic of 
understanding one’s defects and limitations in comparison to an Almighty God. This attitude will guide 
the Church to rely on principles driven from divine inspiration.

3. HOLINESS. To be change agents – we must be changed agents.  Those who have a heart for revival 
in our land must have clean hands and a pure heart.  There must be a willingness to sacrifice personal 
agendas and to view every aspect of life through the refining lens of Scripture. The Church’s pursuit of 
holiness will be marked by a willingness to “lay aside every weight, and the sin that so easily entangles” 
(Hebrews 12:1).

4. HOPELESSNESS. The Church must acknowledge that current negative conditions may not change 
for the better in the near future, and current positive conditions may not last.  A different person sitting 
in the Oval Office is not the foundation of our hope. Our hope must be built solely upon the God and 
Creator of Nations whose scope and capacity is far beyond anything we can imagine. Be encouraged  to 
remain steadfast in cultivating the soil for good things to come. God will honor the exercise of our faith 
(Hebrews 11:13-16).
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